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BIG TOMATO PURCHASES PLANNED 


Contracts on Tender Basis Being Sent to Tomato 
Canners by FSCC 


The Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation is sending 
out to tomato canners contracts on a tender basis for canned 
tomatoes from spot stocks as an initial step in a program 
that contemplates the purchase of 15,000,000 cases, basis of 
No. 2's, from spot stocks and the current year’s pack. 

This action followed a two-day conference called by Milo 
Perkins, Director of the Surplus Marketing Administration 
and the Agricultural Marketing Service, to which he invited 
secretaries of State canners associations in the vegetable 
(principally tomato) canning States, the secretaries of the 
sections of the National Canners Association representing 
the four principal vegetables, and a number of individually 
invited canners. 

A pack of over 40,000,000 cases, officials estimate, will be 
required to meet the purchases planned by the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation and the domestic needs for civil- 
ians and for the defense forces. Such a pack will require an 
increase of 135,000 acres in tomato plantings, according to 
the Surplus Marketing Administration. This means an in- 
crease of about 50 per cent over the 1940 acreage of toma- 
toes grown for canned tomatoes, and an increase of about 
33'4 per cent in the acreage of tomatoes for canned tomatoes 
and tomato products combined. 

The Surplus Marketing Administration recognizes that in 
the production of a tomato pack of over 40,000,000 cases, 
which is larger than any pack ever made, the problem of ob- 
taining the necessary acreage is of major importance. Repre- 
sentatives of canners in attendance at the conference ex- 
pressed their assurance that the industry will cooperate in 
every practicable way to carry out the program. The Ad- 
ministration stated that on its part the various agencies of the 
government, such as the Extension Service and Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration’s local committees, would give 
such assistance as they could in obtaining the necessary in- 
creased acreage. A number of the State secretaries who 
were at the conference plan to call meetings of canners in 
their States to discuss the program and ways by which to 
secure the desired increased plantings. 

‘o aid in assuring the greater supply of tomatoes neces- 
sary, the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation, in con- 
sidering tenders, will make allowance for increases of from 
$2 °5 to $3.00 per ton over 1940 contract prices to growers. 
It is expected that the price increase will be applicable to 
the entire contracted production of all growers who cooperate 
in ‘urnishing the increased quantities desired and who, if re- 
qu sted, will increase acreage or fertilization so far as is 
revconable and practical. 

\tesides the acreage problem, there was considerable dis- 
cussion of the purchasing procedure and form of contract 
to |e offered to canners. As previously stated, the contracts are 
to be on a tender basis. On behalf of the canners it was 


pointed out that commercial contracts for future deliveries 
carry a pro-rate clause which protects the canner in the event 
of crop failure or other causes that prevent his making full 
delivery, and it was requested that the contract to be offered 
to tomato canners embody some provision for such protection. 
It was also pointed out that, to enable canners to secure the 
financing of enlarged operations, it would be necessary that 
the terms of the contract be such as to ensure that delivery 
would be taken of all goods on which canners’ tenders were 
accepted. 


The following statement on the proposed purchases was 
issued by the Department of Agriculture on Thursday: 


A + to expand the production of tomatoes for can- 
ning by 50 per cent to meet probable demands for canned to- 
matoes under the Lend-Lease Act, and for distribution by the 
American Red Cross as well as for school lunch, relief and 
other purposes, was announced today by Secretary of Agri- 

(Continued on page 6511) 


CONFERENCE ON TIN CONSERVATION 


Can Manufacturers Discuss Problems With Office 
of Production Management 


Measures that might be taken to conserve tin supplies were 
the subject of a conference held Wednesday at the Office of 
Production Management. The conference was called by 
Robert E. McConnell, Chief of the Unit of Conservation of 
the Office of Production Management, and was attended by 
representatives of the Can Manufacturers Institute and of 
can manufacturing companies. At the outset of the meet- 
ing, Mr. McConnell stated: 


“There is no emergency in tin. The meeting has been 
called primarily for the purpose of advising the canning com- 
panies on the situation regarding the present and future tin 
supplies and to initiate preparation of plans which could be 
put into effect for the conservation of tin in the canning in- 
dustry, if an emergency should develop in the future. 

“Current imports of tin are sufficient to meet current de- 
mands for defense and civilian requirements. Stocks now in 
the country are sufficient for about 14 months’ operation. 

“Ship masters regard tin a desirable cargo as ballast for 
bulkier shipments. As of today the situation as regards tin 
supplies is easy. Drastic action is not expected to prove ne- 
cessary or desirable under present conditions. 

“It is, however, well known that the government is accumu- 
lating a stock pile of tin and that any conservation measures 
that could be put into effect which did not increase the bur- 
den of industry or disrupt business would be helpful. 

“It is also well known that the total world’s ship tonnage 
is Spr and that the situation in the Far East is not 
stable. 

“The canning industry ires over 50 per cent of the tin 
consumed in this country. It would seem desirable now to 
explore the extent to which savings could be effected in non- 
essential uses, and to prepare plans or orders which would 
become effective in the event of an emergency. 
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“Several approaches to the problems suggest themselves: 
(1) Reduction of gauge (the amount of tin used to coat 
cans); (2) conservation; (3) substitution of other alloys 
or surfacing materials; (4) size of cans. 


“1. A savings on the order of 10 or 15 per cent of the total 
requirements might be effected by reducing the gauge of the 
tin plate used. 

“2. Conservation of tin could be effected through curtail- 
ment of deliveries in tin cans to those customers who could 
most readily provide substitute containers. It is roughly esti- 
mated that approximately 20 per cent of the total volume of 
the canning production is for the account of industries which 
— provide substitutes at no great hardship or inconven- 

ce. 

“3. The Technological Committee of the National Academy 
of Sciences is working on the problem of substituting other 
alloys and surfacing materials. In the meantime, sugges- 
tions from the industry may be offered at this meeting for the 
guidance of that Committee. 


“4. Increase of average size of can will reduce amount of 
tin plate required—No. 10, 6 lbs. 12 ozs., requires 53.6 per 
cent of amount of tin plate for the same quantity of canned 
goods packed in No, 2 size, 20 ozs.” 


Most of the conference was devoted to the question of 
reduction of the amount of tin used on tinplate for cans. 
Representatives of the can manufacturing companies ex- 
pressed the opinion that, if the government should find that 
the need for conservation required some reduction in the 
tin coating, it would be possible to make a 10 per cent re- 
duction in the coating of tin plate for about 95 per cent of 
all packers’ cans. Such a reduction was not recommended 
for cans used for baby foods, kraut, and high acid fruits, 
such as cherries. These products require, it is estimated, 
about 5 per cent of the packers’ cans used. 


Representatives of the can manufacturing companies also 
stated that paint manufacturers are already switching from 
the use of tinplate to terneplate cans. The coating on terne- 
plate is about 20 per cent tin and 80 per cent lead. They 
said that they were studying possible savings in many other 
lines, and expressed the hope that all savings made would 
be without discrimination against any single group of can 
users, 


The total savings that could be effected through a 10 per 
cent reduction in the coating of tin cans on which such a re- 
duction could be safely made, and through savings now being 
accepted by various industries using cans would amount, it 
was said, to some 5,000 to 7,500 tons of tin. 


In a report to the Office of Production Management, the 
Technological Committee of the National Academy of Sci- 
ences estimated that 12,000 tons of tin might be recovered 
annually from used tin cans but advised against govern- 
ment financing of new detinning plants “unless and until 
an emergency in the supply of tin renders it imperative to 
conserve tin without regard to its cost.” In its report the 
committee submitted the following findings: 


“1. Your committee finds that the recovery of tin from 
used tinned containers is not an undertaking which ‘venture’ 
capital would make if it is competently advised. 


“2. That, of the 35,000 to 40,000 long tons of tin used an- 
nually in the United States for making tin plate for con- 
tainers, not more than 12,000 long tons can be recovered at 
any cost by any procedure that the Committee feels is at all 
practicable. 


“3. That, of the proposals submitted to the Advisory Com. 
mission to the Council of National Defense, one is a repeti- 
tion of an old process not today considered an economical 
practice; one presumably has just been started in operation 
and has not been investigated by this committee; the pro- 
— of one has made no response to our request for in- 
ormation; and one gives complete and detailed experimental 
results and engineering plans for a pilot plant. 


“4. That two successful private enterprises are recovering 
tin from clean tin-plate clippings and other scrap from the 
fabricators. These enterprises have five plants, two in the 
New York area and one each in the Pittsburgh, Chicago, and 
San Francisco areas. 


“5. That these companies have in some of their locations 
surplus plant facilities which could be converted for use in 
the recovery of tin from used tinned containers collected in 
the respective areas. 


“6. That the principal problem, and the one most difficult 
to solve, is the economical collection of used tinned containers 
in the principal urban areas in a condition as to contamina- 
tion with other refuse so that the tin can be recovered by 
existing and proven technology at a reasonable cost.” 


In view of the facts thus far obtained, the committee makes 
the following recommendations: 


“(1) That the Government of the United States does not 
spend public funds for the erection of new detinning plants 
for the recovery of tin from used tinned containers unless and 
until an emergency in the supply of tin renders it impera- 
tive to conserve tin without regard to its cost. 


“(2) That the Government of the United States, imme- 
diately upon the finding of such an emergency, enter into ne- 
gotiations with the municipal authorities of the larger urban 
areas to the end that suitable methods of collection can, by 
such cooperation, be instituted, it being understood that the 
necessity requires it as a defense measure without regard 
to cost. 


“(3) If and when the Government of the United States 
finds it imperative to so conserve tin, that it immediately ask 
the detinning industries above-mentioned to submit proposals 
for the use of existing facilities in their several plants in the 
four large metropolitan areas, namely, New York, Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, and San Francisco, and Beco for the erection 
of such other plants where the Government of the United 
States, through the cooperation of the municipal authorities. 
is able to set up effective methods of collection of used tinned 
containers. 


“(4) Inasmuch as a practicable solution of the problem 
of collection of used tinned containers is a condition pre- 
cedent to any undertaking by the United States Government 
to recover tin from used tinned containers, it is suggested that 
a survey of municipal methods and facilities for the collection 
— disposition of refuse be made by a competent commis- 
sion. 


Nelson Budd to Join Association Staff 


Nelson Budd, for eleven years editor of the Canning Age, 
joins the staff of the National Canners Association in May 
as an assistant in the Information Division which has charge 
of the Inrormation Lerrenr and the editing of the various 
other publications of the Association. Through his trade 
journal work, Mr. Budd has become intimately acquainted 
not only with canning trade problems but also with canners 
in all parts of the country. His addition to the staff will en- 
able the Association to further improve its service to the A» 
sociation’s membership. 
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BIG TOMATO PURCHASES PLANNED 
(Continued from page 6509) 


culture Claude R. Wickard. The need for immediate action 
to secure the necessary acreage to produce an extra 15,000,000 
cases of canned tomatoes was emphasized, as planting must 
be made during the next few weeks in order to insure 
required supply. 

Much smaller quantities of peas, corn, and snap beans 
may also be purchased from time to time, but no advance pur- 
chases at this time are contemplated. 


Present prospects indicate that the increase sought in 
canned vegetables will be sufficient to meet anticipated needs 
up to June 30, 1942, To meet current requirements, the Fed- 
cral Surplus Commodities Corporation will request bids from 
canners for offers for comparatively small amounts. 


To make it possible for canners to take immediate steps 
to secure the increase in tomato acreage, the Federal Surplus 
Commodities Corporation proposes to ask canners to submit 
offers at once to deliver canned tomatoes after the new pack 
has been completed. Through the early acceptance of such 
offers, it is expected that canners will be able to arrange, 
finance, and carry out their increased operations with a mini- 
mum of difficulty. Under the plan, delivery can be made 
within 60 days of packing, but bids will also provide for stor- 
age after that date where facilities are available. 

In order to assure the greater supply of tomatoes neces- 
sary, the Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation, in con- 
sidering bids, will make allowance for increases of from 
$2.75 to $3.00 per ton over 1940 contract prices to growers. 

It is expected that the price increase will be applicable to 
the entire contracted production of all growers who cooperate 
in furnishing the increased quantities desired and who, if 
requested, increase acreage or fertilization so far as is reason- 
able and practical. 

Growers who participate in this program will not incur any 
deductions from their AAA payments because of increases 
in acreages of these vegetables for canning. 


Further purchases of fresh tomatoes with subsequent proc- 
essing will also be made if it becomes necessary to insure a 
fair price to growers in open market areas. Plans will be 
made to secure additional supplies in the southern and west- 
ern states during the fall of 1941 in so far as is required. 


The grades of canned vegetables contemplated to be bought 
are Grades B and C, so as not to absorb too large a propor- 
tion of any single grade. Federal inspection as to grade will 
be required. 

The Department of Agim expects to inform growers 
over the entire nation of the need for the expanded acreage 
through the Agricultural Adjustment Administration commit- 
tees and the Extension Service. 


Analysis of Foodstuffs Trade with Latin America 


An analysis of “Foodstuffs Trade with Latin America” 
has been published by the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce under that title as No. 214 of the Trade Promo- 
tion Series. The pamphlet is for sale by the Government 
Printing Office at 10 cents. 


The study examines both the export and import trade of 
the twenty Latin American republics, A number of tables 
are included to show United States exports of food products 
during the years 1926, 1932, 1938, and 1939 to each of 16 
of the republics, 


STEEL PRICES FROZEN 


Leon Henderson Issues First Order Under Powers 
to Control Prices and Supplies 


A price schedule freezing steel prices at the levels which 
prevailed during the first quarter of 1941 was issued Thurs- 
day, April 17, by Leon Henderson, Administrator, Office of 
Price Administration and Civilian Supply as his first order 
setting maximum prices. The action was precipitated, Mr. 
Henderson explained, by recent wage increases in the in- 
dustry. 

Mr. Henderson pointed out that “a steel price increase at 
this time might touch off a general increase in the cost of 
living and start the country off on the road to price inflation.” 
A thorough study of prices and costs in the Steel industry 
will be made immediately by the Office of Price Administra- 
tion and Civilian Supply, he said. Adjustments in the sched- 
ule will be made, he added, if these studies indicate that they 
are necessary. 


The following ruling was issued Wednesday by Mr. Hen- 
derson: 


“1, All price schedules, instructions, announcements, forms 
and notices heretofore issued, promulgated or adopted, and 
all committees formed, by the Advisors on Price Stabiliza- 
tion and Consumer Protection, members of the Advisory Com- 
mission to the Council of National Defense, or by the Price 
Stabilization and Consumer Divisions of the Advisory Com- 
mission to the Council of National Defense, are hereby rati- 
fied, adopted and continued in effect, until modified, termin- 
ated or superseded, as price schedules, instructions, an- 
nouncements, forms, notices and committees, of the Office 
of Price Administration and Civilian Supply and the Admin- 
istrator thereof.” 

Four major responsibilities have been given the Office of 
Price Administration and Civilian Supply, headed by Mr. 
Henderson as Administrator, which was set up last week by 
the President. The new agency fuses the Price, Consumer, and 
in part the Agricultural, Divisions of the National Defense 
Advisory Commission in a single organization, coordinate 
with the Office of Production Management, responsible di- 
rectly to the President through the Office of Emergency 
Management, and equipped by executive order with all 
necessary authority. The four major responsibilities of the 
new Office are: 


1, Control over prices. 


2. Provision for the necessary supply of materials and 
commodities for civilian use, once military needs have been 
met. 


3. Equitable distribution of those materials and com- 
modities among competing civilian groups. 
4. Protection of consumer interests. 


Authority is given the Administrator to determine and 
publish maximum price schedules. He also may convene a 
Price Administration Committee, created by executive order, 
and ask it to submit to him findings and recommendations 
in regard to maximum prices and other elements of costs. 

The Price Administration Committee is composed of the 
Administrator as chairman, and the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Federal Loan Ad- 
ministrator, the Chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, 
the Director General and Associate Director of the Office 
of Production Management, or such alternates as each may 
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designate, and any other members whom the President may 
appoint. 


Broad powers are vested in the Administrator, according 
to the government's press announcement, these derive from 
the following statutes: 


a) Section 336 (a) of Title Ill of the Tariff Act. Au- 
thorizes the President to request the Tariff Commission to 
investigate differences in costs of production of any domestic 
article of any like or similar foreign articles. The Adminis- 
trator will thus get the aid of the Tariff Commission in con- 
ducting such studies and investigations as will enable him to 
discharge his responsibilities. As a matter of fact, the 
Tariff Commission has already undertaken a study of the 
costs of mining copper. 


b) Section 9 of the Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940. Provides for the placing of compulsory orders and 
for the requisitioning of plants in the event of failure or 
refusal to comply with such orders. The Administrator 
would recommend to the President the exercise of the au- 
thority vested in him whenever, in the opinion of the Ad- 
ministrator, such action by the President will enable the 
Administrator to carry out and secure compliance with any 
proper exercise of authority. 


c) Section 120 of the National Defense Act. Contains 
the same provisions and would be used for the same pur- 
and in the same manner as Section 9, above. However, 
ft is not now operative in the absence of a full emergency. 
Its provisions are broader than those of Section 9, in that 
the President can exercise his powers through any depart- 
ment or officer of the government rather than being restricted 
to War and Navy. 


d) Section 1 (15) of Title 49, U. S. C. Authorizes the 
President, in time of war or threatened war, to certify to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission that certain traffic shall 
have preference or priority in transportation. This power 
may used as a sanction to secure compliance with 
maximum prices by withholding transportation facilities 
from violators, 


e) The Act of October 10, 1940. Authorizes the Presi- 
dent to requisition materials denied export. The Adminis- 
trator would recommend this procedure to the President in 
order to get an increased supply of materials and com- 
modities and also to get compliance whenever such action 
is necessary. 


The following statutes involve the release of stockpile 


materials. The authorities of the President would be exer- 
cised by the Administrator in order to increase the available 
supply of materials and commodities and thereby to avoid 
shortages with potential price increases. Such action of 
course will be subject to our military defense needs as 
defined by the Secretary of War or the Secretary of the Navy. 


f) Section 713(a)-7 of Title 15, U. S. C., Supp. x V. 
Provides that reserve stocks of strategic and critical materials 
acquired under a treaty in exchange for surplus agricultural 
commodities “shall be made available or disposed of by 
the Commodity Credit Corporation or other governmental 
agency only upon order of the President in accordance with 
the terms of the applicable treaty”. 


g) Section 4 of the Act Approved June 7, 1939. Author- 
izes the President to permit, by order, the use from stock- 
piles of strategic and critical materials. These stockpiles 
are acquired by the Secretary of the Treasury upon direction 
of the Secretaries of War, Navy and Interior, acting through 
the Army and Navy Munitions Board. 


h) Section 5 of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation 
Act.. Authorizes the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to 
finance the acquisition of strategic or critical materials “as 
defined by the President”. 


HEARING ON WAGE-HOUR RECORDS 


Revision and Recodification of Regulations Issued 
Under Act Proposed 


A proposed revision and recodification of record keeping 
regulations issued under the Fair Labor Standards Act 
will be the subject of a hearing on May 12 in the Labor 
Department Building, Room 3229, Washington. The hear- 
ing was called by General Philip B. Fleming, Administrator 
of the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. Department of Labor, 
in order to afford all interested parties an opportunity to 
consider the regulations before final approval. These regu- 
lations, if finally approved, will replace the present Part 516, 
Regulations on Records to be Kept by Employers. Gustav 
Peck, Assistant Director of the Hearings Branch, Wage and 
Hour Division, will conduct the hearing. 


Copies of the proposed regulations are now available to 
anyone who wishes them prior to the hearing. They may 
be obtained from the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Labor, Washington, D. C. 


The proposed regulations were prepared on the basis 
of the hearing concerning possible revision of the present 
record keeping regulations held on October 17 and 18, 
1940. The revised regulations are indexed and codified 
so that an employer will find in any one subsection all the 
information and data which it will be necessary for him to 
keep on any group of his employees covered by specific 
provisions of the Act. Thus, he will not need to search 
through all of the subsections, many of which are irrelevant 
to him. 

One subsection provides the items to be kept on employees 
covered at all times by both the minimum wage (Section 6) 
and overtime after 40 hours (Section 7a) provisions of the 
Act. Another subsection is given to records to be kept on 
employees affected only by the minimum wage provisions 
—such as employees of railroads and in certain agricultural 
and allied industries. Still another applies to employees 
in “Seasonal Industries” as defined by the Administrator. 
Similarly, other subsections cover records to be kept on 
employees affected by the other several types of straight 
time and overtime coverage and exemption provided in 
the Act. 

Under the proposed regulations, employers who maintain 
their payroll records on a semi-monthly or monthly basis 
may continue to do so without the necessity of showing 
weekly totals of hours worked, straight time pay and over- 
time pay, for each employee. They are required, however, 
to keep such weekly items on time cards or other workforce 
records which will substantiate the pay period totals shown 
on the payrolls. 

The revised regulations, as do the present regulations, re- 
quire that all payroll records shall be retained for at least 
four years. In addition, all basic records which substantiate 
payrolls are to be retained for at least two years providing 
the weekly totals are transferred to the payroll records. 
Otherwise they too are to be preserved for four years. 


Employers are also required to keep for two years their 
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records of orders received, billings made, and shipping and 
delivery records. In this connection there is no requirement 
that the employer shall maintain records additional to those 
which he ordinarily keeps for his own business purposes. 


Employers are also required to keep for two years records 
showing the basis of any additions to or deductions from 
wages paid each workweek. 


A new provision is made for submission of reports to the 
Wage and Hour Division, covering an employer's records 
when specifically requested by the Division. This will per- 
mit employers to submit reports on their records when ques- 
tions are raised which can be settled without the need of 
plant inspections. It was explained by the Administrator 
that the Division does not intend to use this provision to 
require extensive periodic reports from employers. 


The usual provision is also made for amendment of the 
regulations. Employers are directed to request regional 
directors to determine whether special record keeping sys- 
tems or practices comply with the requirements. Requests 
under this provision would be carefully scrutinized by the 
regional offices on the facts of the individual case. 


Order Issued Against Maine Sardine Canners 


The Federal Trade Commission ordered 13 sardine canning 
and packing firms operating in Maine to discontinue viola- 
tions of the brokerage provision of the Robinson-Patman Act. 


The respondents are: Ramsdell Packing Co., Rockland, 
Me.; Seaboard Packing Co., Lubec; Machiasport Canning 
Co., Machiasport; Holmes Packing Corporation, Eastport; 
R. J. Peacock Canning Co., Lubec; Jonesport Packing Co., 
West Jonesport; Sunset Packing Co., Inc., West Pembroke; 
Calvin L. Stinson, operating as Stinson Canning Co. and 
Addison Packing Co., Prospect Harbor, Me.; Royal River 
Packing Corporation, Yarmouth; Belfast Packing Co., Bel- 
fast; North Lubec Manufacturing & Cannin . North 
Lubee; Union Sardine Co., Lubec; and Booth Fisheries Cor- 
poration, 309 West Jackson St., Chicago, operating through 
its subsidiary, Booth Fisheries Sardine Co., Eastport, Me. 


According to the Commission's press announcement: 


“Commission findings are that in some instances the re- 
spondents effect sales of sardines through brokers whom 
they employ as selling agents. In other instances, the find- 
ings continue, the respondents sell sardines directly to pur- 
chasers among whom are some of the respondents’ brokers, 
who sometimes buy sardines for their own account for resale. 

“When, according to findings, sales of sardines are effected 
through brokers, the respondents pay them a brokerage fee 
or commission usually amounting to five per cent of the price 
at which the respondents invoice the sardines to the pur- 


chasers. 


“The Commission order directs the respondents to cease 
and desist from paying or granting to buyers by any means, 
directly or indirectly, on their own purchases of sardines, any 
commission, brokerage or other compensation, or any allow- 
ance or discount in lieu thereof. 

“The respondents are further directed to cease and desist 
from selling sardines to customers, the sales to whom are 
effected directly by the respondents, at a price reflecting a 
reluction from the prices at which the respondents are cur- 
rently selling such sardines to other customers, such reduc- 
tion being an amount equivalent to brokerage currently being 
paid by the respondents to their brokers for effecting sales 
of sardines to purchasers. 


“The respondents, except Union Sardine Co., which was 
not found to engage in such practices, are also ordered to 
cease and desist from selling sardines to customers through 
brokers to whom the respondents do not pay the full and cus- 
tomary brokerage, at a price reflecting a reduction from the 
respondents’ current prices to other customers, approximately 
equal to the difference between the full brokerage customaril 

d and that actually paid by the respondents to s 

ers for effecting such sales. 


Fish and Wildlife Service Named Defense Agency 


A resolution recommending that the Fish and Wildlife 
Service of the Interior Department be designated as a 
defense agency, so that the essential fishery activities of the 
Service will not be diminished during the days of emer- 
gency and so that efforts to safeguard our resources against 
unrestricted forces of depletion will not be relaxed, was 
presented to the Secretary of the Interior last week and was 
approved this week by the Civil Service Commission. The 
resolution was one of a number adopted on January 31 by the 
Fishery Advisory Committee. The Committee represents the 
fishery industries in consultation with the Federal government 
on matters affecting fisheries activities. 


The resolution called attention to the fact that the in- 
dustry needs and deserves the help of the Federal govern- 
ment during the emergency, by virtue of the potential value 
in coastal defense of its fleets of vessels and its experienced 
navigators, because of the unique values of fish foods, and 
because the fishery resources are important as a source of 
large quantities of high quality food that is produced and 
marketed at low cost. 

Several dangers of the national defense program were 
anticipated by the Committee, which asked that all govern- 
ment departments take adequate steps to eliminate and 
control pollution hazards that might arise during the course 
of defense development. It requested also that steps be 
taken to forestall the contemplated use of National forest 
and park areas for military purposes and that aquatic mili- 
tary maneuvers that would disturb fishes be confined to 
areas unimportant to valuable fish life. 


A fund to provide for emergency work was requested for 
the Fish and Wildlife Service to prevent or minimize injury 
to the fishery resources as occasioned by the exigencies of 
defense, and the Federal government was asked to make 
adjustments to prevent injury to American fishing operations 
whose normal outlets for export have been or will be dis- 
turbed by war conditions. 

The recommendations also call attention, among other 
things, to a need for increased activity by the Department in 
certain phases of fishery management work. In this regard, 
resolutions were presented that ask for extension of work 
to establish optimum size limits for all important fishes and 
for greater efforts to develop fishing gear that will make 
selective catches of the most valuable sizes of fish. The 
Committee also recommends a thorough study of the practi- 
cal value of artificial propagation (fish culture) of Great 
Lakes fishes. 


Other resolutions recommend studies to facilitate and 
improve the uses of fishery products. The Committee asked 
for increased efforts to promote orderly distribution and 
marketing of fishery products; the formation of a Fishery 
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Educational Service that will improve and enlarge public 
and professional knowledge of the fishery resources and 
their use and management; the institution of fish transporta- 
tion studies; and the enlargement of research studies in the 
preservation of fish. 


Suggested War Clause Reprinted 


Because of the interest of canners in the suggested war 
clause for use in sales contracts, as presented at the meeting 
of the Board of Directors at the recent annual convention, 
this clause is being reprinted. The clause is as follows: 


If, as the result of any war in which the United States 
becomes a belligerent or during any national emergency pro- 
claimed by Congress or the President arising out of any 
foreign wars, (1) Seller's factory or factories or all or any 
portion of Seller's production are commandeered or requisi- 
tioned by the Federal Government; or (2) Seller's production 
or sales are regulated or restricted by the Federa) Govern- 
ment; or (3) Seller, in compliance (whether such compliance 
is mandatory or not) with any Government request, order, 
contract, allotment, notice, or “friendly commandeer” re- 
ceived in writing after the date of this contract, delivers to or 
reserves for the Government, or agencies designated by the 
Government, all or any portion of Seller's production; or (4) 
Seller with reasonable effort and at reasonable cost is un- 
able to obtain the raw materials, supplies, fuel, labor, or 
transportation necessary to enable it to fulfill its contracts; 
and as a result, Seller is unable to fulfill all of its contract 
commitments to all purchasers of any article covered by 
this contract, Seller shall pro-rate among all such purchasers 
its available supply, if any, of such article, and a delivery 
of Buyer's pro rata share, if any, shall constitute a full per- 
formance of this contract. If under the conditions specified 
there is no available supply to be pro-rated, Seller shall not 
be liable for failure to deliver. 


Association Files Petition on Mold Tolerance 


As the result of the analysis of data assembled during the 
mold survey in canned tomato products during the past can- 
ning season, the National Canners Association on April 17 
filed a petition with W. G. Campbell, Commissioner of Food 
and Drugs, requesting an increase in the mold tolerance for 
canned tomato juice from 15 to 20 per cent. Supporting data 
were submitted with the petition. 

During the period of the survey, samples also were taken 
of concentrated tomato products. However, no representa- 
tions were made to the Food and Drug Administration with 
respect to such products, inasmuch as it was not possible 
to obtain sufficient samples of the different variations in 
manufacture to justify analysis of the findings. 


This survey was a project of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation in collaboration with other interested groups. 


Missouri Bill to Register Dog Foods 


A bill to prohibit the misbranding or adulteration of dog 
foods and to require that labels on dog foods contain a 
statement of the chemical analysis of the product has been 
introduced in the Missouri legislature. The bill (House No. 
555) also would require annual registration of éach brand 
or kind of dog food sold in the State. The registration fee 
would be $15. 


F.T.C. Issues Complaint Against Grocers 


Charging violation of the brokerage provision of the 
Robinson-Patman Act, the Federal Trade Commission issued 
a complaint against the Reed-Harlin Grocer Co., West Plains, 
Mo., which operates branch warehouses in Missouri and 
Arkansas; against John R. and Orr M. Reed, trading as 
West Plains Brokerage Co., West Plains, Mo., and against 
six companies which allegedly sell merchandise to Reed- 
Harlin Grocer Co. through the brokerage firm. 


According to the complaint, the respondents John R. Reed 
and Orr M. Reed, who control the West Plains Brokerage 
Co., are stockholders and officers of Reed-Harlin Grocer 
Co., John R. Reed being a majority stockholder and active 
manager of the grocery company. 


The complaint further alleges that the respondent sellers 
pay to the respondents John R. Reed and Orr M. Reed, trad- 
ing as West Plains Brokerage Co., and acting on behalf of 
the Reed-Harlin Grocer Co., substantial brokerage fees 
and commissions on purchases of the grocery company, par- 
ticularly foodstuffs. Such amounts, according to the com- 
plaint, represent a percentage of the quoted sales prices 
agreed upon between each of the respondent sellers and 
the respondents Reed, trading as West Plains Brokerage 
Co. These fees and commissions, according to the complaint, 
have been received by the respondents Reed and by the 
—_—— Grocer Co. through the respondent brokerage 

m. 


The complaint further charges that the transmission and 
payment of the brokerage fees or commissions by the seller 
respondents and their receipt and acceptance by the re- 
spondents Reed, trading as West Plains Brokerage Co., 
upon the purchases of the Reed-Harlin Grocer Co,. and the 
receipt and acceptance of such fees or commissions by the 
Reed-Harlin Grocer Co., upon its own purchases, constitutes 
violation of the brokerage provision of the Robinson-Patman 
Act. 


Katherine Smith to Speak to Virginia Groups 


Katherine R. Smith of the Association’s Service Kitchen, 
will speak at the State convention of the Virginia Dietetic 
Association in Richmond on April 25 on the subject, “Canned 
Foods in National Defense.” During the same week, Miss 
Smith will speak to groups in Virginia high schools and col- 
leges. The colleges include the State Teachers College at 
East Radford, the Virginia Polytechnic Institute at Blacks- 
burg, and William and Mary at Williamsburg. She will speak 
to high schools in Radford, Blacksburg, Roanoke, Richmond, 
and Williamsburg. 


In addition, Miss Smith has been asked to speak to a group 
of county women at Williamsburg on the use and purchase 
of canned foods by consumers in relation to the defense pro- 
gram. 


In her talks to colleges and high schools, Miss Smith will 
tell of the research back of canned foods, their nutritional 
value, the history of the canning industry, and the develop- 
ment of recipes. Two student clubs have asked Miss Smith 
to talk on opportunities in the field of home economics, and 
she will tell of the work of the Association's Home Economics 
Division as an example. 
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Conference on Distribution Problems 


Business and government representatives have been called 
by Secretary of Commerce Jesse H. Jones to a conference 
on May 2 to discuss the key problems, arising from the 
Defense program, related to the distribution of food, clothing, 
and textiles to the public. Invitations to the Conference 
have been sent to some 300 individuals and 100 trade asso- 
ciations of manufacturers and distributors. 

At the morning and evening sessions, businessmen and 
government officials working on the Defense program will 
analyze important angles of the problems of manufacturing 
and distribution. The afternoon will be taken up with 
specific commodities in the industries under question at four 
different round table meetings. At one of these, the Food 
Round Table, Milo Perkins, Administrator of the Surplus 
Marketing Administration, will act as chairman with dis- 
cussion leaders from the business world for meats, dry 
groceries, fresh fruits and vegetables, and dairy products. 

At the evening session, Donald Nelson, Director of Pur- 
chases of the Office of Production Management, will dis- 
cuss the procurement of consumer goods for defense pur- 
poses. 

Among the speakers at the morning session will be 
Secretary Jones; Fred Lazarus, chairman, Retailers’ Ad- 
visory Committee; Leon Henderson, Commissioner of Price 
Stabilization of the Office of Emergency Management; 
W. M. D’Miller, chairman, National Food and Grocery 
Conference Committee; Commissioner Harriet Elliott, Na- 
tional Defense Commission; and Robert E. Amory, president, 
Nashua Manufacturing Co. 


Army to Require Notice of Carlot Shipments 


According to a new regulation announced Thursday gov- 
erning the procurement of equipment or supplies by the War 
Department, invitations to bid, contracts, and purchase orders 
will require the shipper to wire the consignee the date of ship- 
ment, route, size, and a brief general description of the 
equipment or supplies comprising the shipment. This regu- 
lation will apply only to shipments of a carload or equivalent 
or more. The text of this new condition is as follows: 


“In connection with any shipment hereunder of one carload 
or equivalent or more consigned to any unit or officer of the 
War Department, the shipper, at the time the equipment or 
supplies are ordered for loading for rail, motor, or water 
transport, will send consignee notice thereof by prepaid tele- 
graph or teletype, including date, route, size of shipment, and 
brief general description of the equipment or supplies com- 
prising the shipment. This provision is not to be substituted 
for any other requirement, such as mailing bills of lading.” 


Annual Meeting of Chamber of Commerce 


The twenty-ninth annual meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merece of the United States will be held in Washington 
April 28 to May 1. Men of wide experience and ability, 
including government officials and men prominent in the 
defense program, as well as outstanding men in business, 
have been selected as speakers. 


Among the speakers will be the following: Sir Gerald 
Campbell, Minister, The British Embassy; Jesse H. Jones, 


Secretary of Commerce and Chairman of the Federal Loan 
Agency; Arthur T. Vanderbilt, former president of the 
American Bar Association and a member of the Attorney 
General's Committee on Administrative Procedure; General 
George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff of the Army; Admiral 
Harold R. Stark, Chief of Naval Operations; Donald M. 
Nelson, Director of the Division of Purchases, Office of 
Production Management; W. C. Mullendore, executive vice 
president of Southern California Edison Co., Los Angeles; 
Ellsworth C, Alvord, one of America’s greatest tax lawyers; 
Dr. Franklin Bliss Snyder, president of Northern University. 

At the conference meetings, the impact of national defense 
on all American business will be brought out in the dis- 
cussion of these timely subjects: Natural resources and 
defense, Labor relations—1941, Transportation and defense, 
Maintaining our foreign trade, Consumer goods—supplies 
and prices, Agricultural adjustment problems, Insurance— 
its relationship to national security. 


Priorities’ Classification of Aluminum Orders 


An index instructing suppliers of aluminum how to classify 
purchasers’ orders into various preference rating classes was 
issued by the Priorities Division of the Office of Production 
Management. The index lists industries by general cate- 
gories, and, therefore, affects distribution of the metal for 
all major civilian uses. 


The ratings given in the index will apply almost entirely 
to orders which fall into the non-military or “B” classes, as 
distinguished from defense orders which generally bear rat- 
ings in the “A” class. There are eight B classes. The 
products listed will take higher ratings than those indicated, 
when defense orders are involved. 

In the canning and preserving of foods industries, alum- 
inum has been given the following preference ratings: 


Kettles, steam cooki 

Plates, quick freezi 
Tub 
All 


Hearings on Changing Rule 41 for Fibre Boxes 


Three hearings are scheduled during May on three pro- 
posals by the Classification Simplification Committee to 
amend Rule 41 of the Consolidated Freight Classification. 
Hearings will be held at New York on May 6, at Chicago on 
May 13, and at San Francisco on May 20. Further infor- 
mation and a copy of the special docket containing the 
three proposals relative to Rule 41 can be secured from 
the Classification Simplification Committee, 202 Chicago 
Union Station, Chicago, Ill. 

The first proposal in connection with Rule 41 is presented 
by the board and box manufacturers. The second proposal 
has been drafted by the Classification Simplification Com- 
mittee and is based on information obtained from experience 
in connection with the present rule and after consultation with 
experienced men in fibreboard and fibre box industry and 
with representatives of shippers. The third proposal would 
cancel Rule 41 entirely, and is suggested because of in- 
creasing competition to carriers caused by transportation 
agencies that have no specifications for fibre shipping boxes. 
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Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


April 1 Stocks of Frozen Fruits Larger Than Last Year— 
Stocks of Vegetables Smaller Than Year Ago 


April 1 stocks of frozen fruits and berries totaled 99,036,000 
pounds, an apparent reduction during March of 15,818,000 
pounds, according to figures compiled by the Agricultural 
Marketing Service. April 1, 1941, holdings were 9,337,000 
pounds heavier than those of a year earlier and 20,076,000 
pounds above average. 

Stocks of all frozen vegetables totaled 55,465,000 pounds, 
which indicates withdrawals during March of 7,636,000 
pounds, Apparent withdrawals for the same period a year 
earlier were 5,500,000 pounds. April 1, 1941, stocks were 
432,000 pounds below those of the corresponding date of 
1940. 

The following table, compiled by the Agricultural Market- 
ing Service, gives detailed figures and comparisons by 
varieties on holdings of both fruits and vegetables: 


Other fruits 
Classification not reported............. 


4, 
9, 
4, 
1, 
4. 
20, 
3, 
4, 
2, 


Starter Solutions for Tomatoes 


According to a statement which appeared in the April 1, 
1941, issue of “Farm Research”, published by the New York 
Agricultural Experiment Station at Geneva, the principal 
effect of a starter solution on a transplanted crop is that the 
solution stimulates root development and enables the crop 
to become established quickly. This results in earlier ma- 
turity and larger yields, 


The mixture which has been least expensive and which 
gave very satisfactory results in three years’ tests at Geneva 
was composed of 2 parts of Ammo Phos (11-48-0) and 1 part 
nitrate of potash (13-0-44). This mixture has a formula of 
11-32-14 and is recommended at the rate of 4 to 8 pounds of 
the mixture per 50 gallons of water. Nitrate of potash has 
been manufactured in Germany, but now that this supply is 
cut off interest is centering on other formulas for starter 
solutions that are composed of materials produced in America 
and available to farmers this year. 

A mixture that has given excellent results in two years’ 
tests at Geneva is composed of equal parts of di-ammonium 
phosphate (25-52-0) and mono-potassium phosphate (0-52- 
35). This mixture is sold under a guaranteed formula of 


12-52-17. It is produced in sufficient quantities to meet the 
needs of farmers this year. Using 5 pounds of this mixture 
per 50 gallons of water has given excellent results at Geneva, 
according to the statement above referred to, and has the 
added advantage of being completely water soluble so that 
there is no danger of any residue clogging the feed pipes. 


Stocks and Shipments of Pitted Red Cherries 


Stocks of both No. 2’s and No. 10's were smaller on April 
1, 1941, than on April 1, 1940, according to figures compiled 
by the Association's Division of Statistics. Shipments for 
March and cumulative shipments during the season from 
July 1 to April 1 also were smaller in each case. The table 
below compares stocks and shipments for these dates: 


1 1 
No. 2's No. 10's 
Cases Cases 
336,733 190,074 
184,756 108 , 533 
1,653,805 1,077,306 


No. 10's 
Cases 
100,414 
45,392 
Shipments July 1 to April 1. 1,081 808 950 ,880 


In the following table are shown by regions and can sizes 
the stocks and shipments of pitted red cherries: 


6/10 Total 


New York and Pennsylvania: 
Stocks: 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomatoes 


Shipments of canned tomatoes during the present season, 
from July 1, 1940, to April 1, 1941, were 2,364,294 cases 
greater than shipments during the corresponding months of 
the previous year, according to figures compiled by the 
Association's Division of Statistics. March shipments were 
660,731 cases larger than during March, 1940. Stocks of 
canned tomatoes in canners’ hands on April 1, 1941, were 
1,269,943 cases larger than stocks held on April 1, 1940. 


The following table shows stocks and shipments by regions: 


Shipments 
July 1 to April | 
1930-40 1940-41 


Shipments 
during March 
1940 1941 


Total 
Stocks April 1 
1940 1041 
Cases Cases 
Northeast. . 589,285 374,235 
Mid- Atlantic 2,130,804 1,574,241 
Mid-West... 2,311,312 1,382,827 


Total U.S. 6,770,253 8,040,196 1,307,043 2,057,774 17,810,410 20,174,704 


1 
D 
th 
- 
St 
1939-40 
tl 
April 1, March 1, April 1, 
1940 1941 1941 C 
1,000 1,000 1,000 
FROZEN FRUITS: pounds pounds pounds 
7,021 6,402 
15,048 12,588 
Logan and similar berries.............. 1,551 1,930 1,657 2 
11,656 10,428 Cases Cases Cases Cases 
... 25,503 33,906 28 459 18,975 12,033 2,497 33,505 
16,028 19 ,623 17,746 Stocks: unsold.................. 283,887 12,000 2,150 38,086 
205423 171828) Stocks: total 71,801 
Shipments for March............ 8,056 6,073 4,641 18,770 
99 ,036 Mich., Wise., and Ohio: 
: Stocks: sold not shipped......... 149,915 45,104 987 106,006 
016 Stocks: 126,085 58,706 8,034 192,775 
10,736 373 Stocks: 976,060 103,810 9,021 388,781 
Beans, ... 5.194 166 Shipments for March............ 167,061 80,805 457 «248,323 
1,700 471 Western States: 
TT 4,002 082 Stocks: sold not shipped......... 5,432 23,413 585 29,430 
23,417 183 Stocks: unsold.................. 19,680 930,310 8.947 60,805 
3,877 744 9,532 90,235 
Other 2,800 5,064 887 Shipments for March............ 9,689 21,655 452 31,746 
Classification not reported,............ 2, 880 2,436 643 Total United States: 
Stocks: sold not shipped......... 174,322 80,550 4,069 258,941 
66,807 63,101 55,405 Stocks: 162,411 110,124 19,131 291,606 or 
Stocks: 886,733 190,674 23,200 550,007 h 
Shipments for March............ 184,756 108,533 5,550 208,839 
m 
as 
Ww 
Cases Cases Cases Cases | 
126,176 31,808 868,229 636,109 
464,275 732,965 6,730,065 7,605,007 
407,655 566,005 4,052,073 4,244,002 Wa 
Tenn.-Ky... 84,681 240,868 12,653 34,130 246,167 305,043 
Ozark Terr... 563,408 1,905,762 130,955 266,063 1,230,603 1,012,000 
Western..... 332,158 462,721 65,700 104,781 905,641 910,074 
California... 758,515 2,074,869 189,629 310,038 2,510,491 3,582,088 ' 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Sweet Corn 


Stocks of canned sweet corn in canners’ hands on April 1, 


1941, were over 4,000,000 cases smaller than stocks on April 
1, 1940, according to figures compiled by the Association's 
Division of Statistics. Shipments during March and during 
the present season also were larger than during the corre- 
sponding periods of the previous year. 


The following table gives comparative figures on stocks 
and shipments: 
Stocks: 

April 1, 1941 


August 1, 1940 to April 1, 1941 
August 1, 1939 to April 1, 1940 


In the following table are shown by regions and varieties 
the stocks in canners’ hands on April 1, 1941: 


2,616,417 
53,935 


March shipments of corn on the cob amounted to 59,677 
cases, of which Eastern canners shipped 5,516 cases, and 
Western canners shipped 54,161 cases. 


Stocks and Shipments of Green and Wax Beans 


Stocks of canned green and wax beans in canners’ hands 
on April 1, 1941, were in each case about half the amount 
held on April 1, 1940, according to figures compiled by the 
Association’s Division of Statistics. March shipments of 
green beans this year were about 300,000 cases larger than 
last year, and the cumulative total of shipments during the 
present season is about 1,000,000 cases larger. March ship- 
ments of wax beans this year were almost exactly the same 
as during March, 1940, but shipments during the season 
were about 200,000 cases greater. 


The following table shows stocks and shipments by regions: 


Stocks Shipments Shipments 

April 1 during March July 1 to April 1 
1940 1041 1940 1930-40 1940-41 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 

ONKEN BEANS: 

308,253 150,824 117,822 78,720 724,353 710,861 
376,664 127,950 221,215 190,458 2,020,000 1,878,828 
474,674 137,543 111,343 121,072 1,355,712 1,238,666 
536,796 410,738 130,048 317,317 1,482,228 2,404,205 
121,535 48,664 43,041 216,171 1,068,154 1,383,411 


1,817,922 884,719 623,469 924,638 6,650,546 7,615,971 


145,555 108,195 38,602 42,076 
60,485 5,014 16,078 13,338 
285,763 59,248 46,520 42,004 
42,260 28,387 
462 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of fresh tomatoes and miscellaneous vege- 
tables competing directly with canned vegetables, were larger 
during the week ending April 12, 1941, than during the cor- 
responding week of last year, according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Service. Shipments of domestic citrus fruit also 
were larger. Shipments of other major fresh vegetables 
competing with canned vegetables were smaller. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons of 
carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables and 
fruits: 

Week ending— Season total to— 
Apr. 12, Apr. 12, Apr. 5, 
1940 «19411941 
35 47 


Pack of Canned Oysters in 1940 


The pack of canned oysters in 1940 totalled 651,219 stand- 
ard (equivalent of 48 five-ounce cans) cases, as compared 
with 609,092 standard cases in 1939, and 482,441 cases in 
1938, according to statistics compiled by the Fish and Wild- 
life Service. The following table shows the pack and value 
by States: 


Maryland and Alabama 
North Carolina and South Carolina 
F 


1940 Vegetable Pack Statistics Published 


Canned vegetable pack statistics for 1940 have been com- 
piled and published by the Association's Division of Statistics. 
The publication contains comparisons of the packs of various 
canned vegetables for several years past. 

Copies of the bulletin, “Canned Food Pack Statistics: 1940 
Part I—Vegetables”, are being mailed this week to the mem- 
bers of the Association. Additional copies can be secured 
upon request. 


Officers of California Sardine Institute 


New officers of the California Sardine Institute, with head- 
quarters at 149 California St., San Francisco, Calif., are as 
follows: Edward Davis, president, Monterey; Maurice L. 
Brenner, secretary, Monterey. 


Shipments during: 
128 9 41,206 1,261 
Eastern States Western States EE 152 100 289 «64,710 4,675 
ting directly, 1,696 1,759 2,387 33,234 31,706 
Country 25 509 396.974 Imports competing indirectly. 33 51 4 370676 
Bantam Golden 998-0888 800'304 Citrus, domestic.............. 3,907 4,353 4,012 99,240 103,886 
Whole kernel: Others, domestic.............. 472 121 88 16,577 15,549 
Bantam 970,988 1,900,482 
Corn on the 15,680 
State Cases Value 
$09,088 
414,805 
64.281 
518,936 
| 
BRAND: 
; Northeast........ 387,096 437,074 
Middle Atlantic... 164,054 177.743 
Mid-Weet........ 400,733 563,686 
4,116 
2 Southern......... 22,005 3,475 
‘ Total Wax....... 584,525 200,844 107,152 107,915 1,058,341 1,256,604 
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WATER POLLUTION BILLS 


Association’s Research on Waste Disposal Will Aid 
Canners in Meeting Requirements 


During the past several years, the Association's Research 
Laboratory has been conducting research on cannery waste 
so that the canning industry may be better prepared to 
meet the demands for further control which may result from 
new State or Federal legislation or from more vigorous en- 
forcement activity. 

The degree of treatment required at any given cannery 
will, of course, depend upon local conditions. Some of the 
Research Laboratory's findings have been reported in the 
Association's bulletin, No. 28-L, “Methods of Treating 
Cannery Waste.” 

Regardless of the eventual method of treatment that might 
be necessary under new legislation, proper screening of 
cannery waste is essential, and the Laboratory has called 
attention to this most important phase of waste treatment 
on repeated occasions. The installation of mechanical screen 
units, capable of removing all but the very finest of the 
insoluble solids at peak loads, is imperative, the Labora- 
tory’s research has shown. The presence of floating pieces 
of cannery vegetable material frequently has been the sole 
source of complaint. 

Installation of new screen units or careful overhauling of 
existing equipment will serve the dual purpose of paying 
for part of the disposal system at the present time and in 
providing better treatment in the meanwhile. 

Three bills proposing water pollution control have been 
introduced in the present session of Congress. Two of the 
bills are identical—those introduced by Senator Guy M. 
Gillette of lowa, and Representative Karl E. Mundt of South 
Dakota—and the third bill, introduced by Representative 
Samuel A. Weiss of Pennsylvania, is similar. 

In June, 1938, the President vetoed the Barkley-Vinson 
water pollution control bill, which had been passed by Con- 
gress. In his veto message the President stated that he 
appreciated the results sought by this legislation, but that 
he was returning the bill to Congress because it provided 
for a legislative assumption of responsibilities properly be- 
longing to the executive branch of the Government, and, 
therefore, “runs counter to the fundamental concept of our 
budget system * * *.” 

However, on February 16, 1939, the President sent a 
message to Congress on the subject of water pollution con- 
trol in which he recommended that “pending further ex- 
perimentation with interstate and State enforcement activi- 
ties, Federal participation in pollution abatement should 
take the general form of establishing a central technical 
agency to promote and coordinate education, research, and 
enforcement. On the basis of recent experience, it should be 
supplemented by a system of Federal grants-in-aid and 
loans * * *.” These recommendations substantially con- 
formed with the provisions of the Barkley-Vinson bill that 
had been vetoed, and about the time this message was for- 
warded to Congress Senator Barkley again introduced his 
proposal. 

The Barkley bill would have established a Division of 
Water Pollution Control in the United States Public Health 
Service and would have provided for loans and grants to 


industry and to public bodies for the construction of abate- 
ment works. Although the proposed Division would have 
had no enforcement powers, it would have been charged 
with the preparation of comprehensive plans for pollution 
prevention and would have been authorized to encourage 
State control activities, uniform laws, and interstate com- 
pacts. 

Senate passage of the bill was delayed by consideration 
of a bill introduced by Senator Bennett Champ Clark, of 
Missouri, which would have empowered the Army Engi- 
neers to classify the navigable waters into sanitary districts, 
and to fix standards of purity and minimum requirements 
for the treatment of polluting material discharged within 
these districts. Under this bill, enforcement would have 
been achieved through the use of injunctions. The Clark 
bill was defeated and the Barkley bill was passed by the 
Senate on May 1, 1939. 

On May 10, the Barkley bill was reporied to the House 
but it was not considered on the floor of the House until 
March, 1940. Between the time that the bill was reported 
to the House and the time that it came up for consideration, 
the House Committee on Rivers and Harbors further dis- 
cussed the proposal and filed with the House a supple- 
mental report. In its supplemental report the Committee 
recommended certain amendments, later adopted by the 
House, which deleted the provisions for grants-in-aid and 
the section authorizing allotments to the States for studies 
in pollution prevention and control. The amendments also 
provided that loans authorized by the bill be made by the 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation rather than by the 
Treasury Department. 

With these changes, the bill was passed by the House 
on March 1, 1940, and probably would have become a law 
had not the House also adopted an amendment offered by 
Representative Mundt, which would have prohibited any 
new sources of pollution unless approved by the Division. 

After the House passed the measure it was sent to a 
conference committee for a reconciliation of the conflicting 
provisions of the Senate and House versions of the bill. At 
one time, during the conference committee consideration 
of the bill, the House conferees secured a vote in the House 
sustaining the previous action of the House in adopting the 
Mundt amendment. When the final session of the 76th 
Congress adjourned, the bill was still in conference and it 
failed to pass. 

The Mundt amendment exemplifies the main issue that has 
confronted Congressional action on water pollution legisla- 
tion, that is, the degree of control over pollution to be 
placed in the Federal government. The Mundt amendment 
was supported by sportsmen’s organizations, the Izaak Wal- 
ton League, and the conservationists. The amendment was 
offered by its proponents as a compromise between the 
more stringent bills, such as the Clark and Mundt bills, and 
the Barkley bill. 

Again in this Congress, Representative Mundt has in- 
troduced a bill (H. R. 3778) “to create a Division of Water 
Pollution Control in the United States Public Health Service 
and for other purposes”. A companion to this bill has been 
introduced in the Senate by Senator Gillette as S, 1121. 
Representative Weiss’ bill is H. R. 4106. The bills have 
been referred to the House Committee on Rivers and Har- 
bors and to the Senate Committee on Commerce. Neither 
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Committee has taken any action on the bills nor has either 


Committee scheduled any future action. 


The Mundt-Gillette bills would direct the proposed Divi- 
sion of Water Pollution Control to prepare plans for eliminat- 
ing or reducing pollution, to encourage cooperative activity 
between the States for the prevention and abatement of 
pollution, to encourage State laws relating to pollutions, to 
encourage interstate compacts for the prevention of pollu- 
tion, and to collect and disseminate information, make 
surveys, and furnish assistance to the States. Blanket con- 
sent of Congress would be given the States to enter into such 
compacts, 

The bills would direct the Division to classify the navigable 
waters of the continental United States into sanitary water 
districts, to fix standards of purity for each district, to es- 
tablish minimum requirements for the treatment of polluting 
material discharged in such waters, and to promulgate regu- 
lations governing the discharge of any matter or materials 
directly or indirectly into such waters. 


Enforcement of these provisions would be in the hands 
of district boards appointed by the Division. The boards 
would have a membership of not less than 7 or more than 
21, and would be required to have at least one representative 
each from the State departments of health, wild life, agri- 
culture, and labor, and ane representative each of industry 
and municipalities. In cases where a sanitary water district 
falls within an interstate compact area, the bill provides that 
the agency administering the compact should constitute the 
district board. 

The power to institute proceedings for the prevention and 
abatement of water pollution and the violation of regula- 
tions promulgated by the Division would be given the dis- 
trict boards. This enforcement authority would be pro- 
vided through a Congressional declaration that the discharge 
of polluting material and the violation of the rules and 
regulations of the Division constitute a public nuisance and 
are against the public policy of the United States. All United 
States courts authorized to try equity cases would have 
jurisdiction in such proceedings. However, enforcement 
actions by the district boards would not be authorized within 
interstate compact areas, unless the local authority failed to 
act within the six months, after notice from the Division. 

An annual appropriation of $250,000 for the administra- 
tion of the measure would be authorized. The bill introduced 
by Representative Weiss would authorize the appropriation 
of $300,000 a year for administrative expenses. 

The provisions of these bills in their application to in- 
dustrial pollution might be suspended during the present 
emergency upon proper certification by the Secretary of 
War or Navy. This provision for deferring pollution con- 
trol activity upon certification by the Secretary of War or 
Secretary of Navy was commented upon recently in an edi- 
torial in the Outdoorsman, a nationally distributed hunting 
and fishing magazine. The editorial stated, in part: “This 
bill seeks to put the country on record as regarding pollution 
a public evil, and would set up regulatory machinery. 
Should it pass, it would be a step in the right direction, but 
it would probably be ineffectual in meeting the present 
purestream crisis, since it contains a clause making it null 
and void whenever it is found to be incompatible with the 
expediency of the defense program. Stronger medicine 
mey not be obtainable, but stronger medicine is needed.” 


FOOD TRADE GROUPS CONFER 


National Food and Grocery Conference Discusses 
Role Under Defense Program 


The effect of the Defense Program on demand and supply 
of food products and means by which the entire food industry 
can cooperate to make the government program effective 
was discussed by the National Food and Grocery Conference 
Committee at a meeting held Wednesday at the Mayflower 
Hotel in Washington. 


Represented at the meeting and endorsing the program 
were the National Association of Retail Grocers, the Coop- 
erative Food Distributors of America, Voluntary Groups 
Institute, Supermarket Institute, National Association of 
Food Chains, National American Wholesale Grocers Asso- 
ciation, Associated Grocery Manufacturers of America, Na- 
tional League of Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Merchants, and 
United Wholesale Fruit and Vegetable Distributors. 


Plans were made for full participation in the industry- 
wide conference on May 2, called by Jesse H. Jones, Secre- 
tary of Commerce. Qualified group discussion leaders were 
selected for the consideration of the Secretary. 

The Committee acknowledged the obligation and respon- 
sibility of the food industry in feeding the nation economi- 
cally and adequately and in maintaining the American stand- 
ard of living, in these trying times which confront the world. 

A survey of available and potential food supplies and the 
known requirements for the armed services, Great Britain, 
Red Cross, relief and other government purchasing plans 
reveals no cause for alarm on the part of the food trades 
or the public, the Committee believes. According to informed 
sources, adequate food supplies appear to be assured. Pur- 
chasing in excess of normal requirements is unwarranted and 
inadvisable, in the opinion of the Committee. The Committee 
pointed out that hoarding by consumers creates artificial short- 
ages and unnecessarily raises the cost of food to everybody. 

Especially condemned were speculation in foods and 
profiteering. 

A resolution was approved commending the efforts of the 
Department of Agriculture to maintain adequate food sup- 
plies and to preserve voluntary cooperation between business 
and government to protect the public welfare, thus avoiding 
the necessity of forcible controls. 


Price Investigation Proposed by Congressman 

A resolution (H. Res. 177) proposing the appointment of 
a special House Committee to investigate and study prices 
paid for the necessities of life was introuced in the House 
on Monday by Representative Casey of Massachusetts. Under 
the proposed resolution, the Committee would be given broad 
powers to subpena witnesses and to require the production 
of records, contracts, and correspondence before the com- 
mittee. 


Miss Black to Speak at Indiana Canners Meeting 


Marjorie H. Black of the Association’s Home Economics 
Division has been invited to speak at the spring meeting of 
the Indiana Canners Association, which will be held April 25 


at Indianapolis. 
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Stocks and Shipments of Canned Tomato Juice 


Stocks of canned tomato juice in canners’ hands on April 1. 
1941, were about 500,000 cases smaller than on April 1, 1940, 
being 3,803,570 cases compared with 4,306,518 cases, accord- 
ing to figures compiled by the Association's Division of Sta- 
tistics. Shipments during March, 1941, were somewhat 
larger, being 1,130,675 cases, as compared with 1,082,234 
cases in March, 1940. 


Shipments during the season, from August 1, 1940, to April 
1, 1941, were over 600,000 cases larger than during the corre- 
sponding period of the previous year; being 9,797,887 cases, 
as compared with 9,168,046 cases during the period August 
1, 1939, to April 1, 1940, 


The following table shows by can sizes the stocks of canned 
tomato juice in canners’ hands on April 1, 1941: 


Can name 


8Z Tall (including 8Z Short) 

No. 1 Picnic 

No. 211 Cylinder 

No. 300 (including all 300 cans from 407 to 412) 


2 
No. 2 Cylinder (including all 307 cans from 505 to 513). 
No. 3 Cylinder (including all 404 cans from 615 to 708). 


Alaskan Residence for Salmon Fishers Proposed 


A bill to limit certain types of commercial salmon fishing 
in designated areas of Alaska to residents of those areas has 
been introduced by Delegate Dimond. Starting with the 1942 
season, the bill (H. R. 4346) would restrict stake net or set 
net fishing in Moser and Olga Bays and beach seine fishing 
between Cape Karluk and Cape Uyak to persons who have 
resided in those areas for five continuous years. With re- 
spect to the 1941 season, continuous residence since June 1, 
1940, would be required. 


Revision of Salt Package Sizes Proposed 


A revision of the simplified practice recommendation for 
salt packages to reduce the number of sizes from 15 to 24, 
has been approved by the Standing Committee in Charge. 
The simplified practice recommendation has been in effect 
since May 1, 1927. Before that time, 40 sizes of salt packages 
were in common use. Copies of the revision have been mailed 
by the Division of Simplified Practice of the National Bureau 
of Standards to interested persons. 


Marine Corps Asks Bids on Canned Foods 


Bids on a variety of canned foods have been requested by 
the Quartermaster of the U. S. Marine Corps, Navy Building, 
Washington, D. C. The bids are to be opened April 29 and 
deliveries are to be made to subsistence stores at Phila- 
delphia, Quantico, Va., and to Parris Island, 8. C. 


Stocks and Shipments of Canned Fresh Lima Beans 


Shipments of canned fresh lima beans out of canners’ 
hands during the two months, February and March, were over 
60,000 cases larger in 1941 than in 1940, according to figures 
compiled by the Association's Division of Statistics. Stocks 
of lima beans in canners’ hands on April 1, 1941, were about 
300,000 cases smaller than on the corresponding date of 1940, 

The following table gives comparisons of stocks and ship- 
ments for specified periods: 


Shipments during: 
February and March 1041 
February and March 1940 
July 1 to April 1, 1940-41 
July 1 to April 1, 1939-40 


The following table shows stocks and shipments by regions: 
West 


Total 
Shipments during February and March. . 
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